
Ferrara Off presents 

OFFline 6th edition
Public call for the selection of companies and artists to be included in the 
programming of BONSAI Festival

Ferrara Off is a cultural association operating in the performing arts. Since 2014 it 
facilitates programming, production, training and event organisation activities 
at its premises, inside two regenerated industrial spaces on the Walls of Ferrara, 
and in different city contexts, in collaboration with important local institutions. 
Since 2022, it has launched the OFFline Call to support new forms of 
contemporary theatre. 
The 6th edition of the call includes the selection of one or more proposals of 
three-shows-programming to be included in the BONSAI Festival.

BONSAI festival

The BONSAI is a tree that is shaped and adapted by man. Initially, in the first 
editions, the Festival hosted only ‘bonsai’ performances, i.e. micro-theatre 
performances (max. duration 15 minutes, max. 30 spectators, max. 4 
performers). Alongside these, over the years, the programme has started to 
include other performances with close proximity to the audience - site-specific, 
one-to-one, itinerant - and, from 2022, first studies, previews and works-in-
progress realized in artistic residency, with the aim of bringing spectators even 
‘closer’, or better, ‘inside’ the creative process.  
Since 2024 BONSAI Festival welcomes a selection of three-shows-programmes 
curated by artists/companies and selected through this call. 

THREE-SHOWS-PROGRAMMING SELECTION

Ferrara Off is seeking to task companies and artists with part of the 
programming of the BONSAI Festival.
The intention of the artistic direction of Ferrara Off is to encourage new curatorial 
outlooks and to introduce new performance fields to the audience of the 
BONSAI Festival. Selected companies and artists will be given the opportunity to 
showcase not only their own work, but also that which enriches and nourishes it: a 
panorama of works by other companies/artists with whom they usually share 
thoughts, poetics and creativity. 
A short programme ‘among peers’ who know and influence each other, to invite 
companies/artists to reflect on their own ideal programming and to reveal the 
artistic habitat of which they are part. 
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Basically, each candidate is asked to propose a programming of three 
performances (possibly continuous), including one of their own and two 
productions by other companies/artists they know.
One of the three shows can be created during a 7 -10 days artistic residency 
at Ferrara Off (during which the production can be created from scratch or 
just finalised).

The short programme must include: 

- performances suitable to the spaces and  the technical equipment of Ferrara 
Off; 
- performances adaptable to non-theatre spaces;	  
- audience development moments (post-show meetings, meetings with 
secondary school and University students). 

Given the history of the Festival, preference will be given to micro-theatre and 
three-shows-programmes that can be showcased – in terms of duration – in a 
single day/night.
	  
The selected three-shows-programmes will be included in the 11th edition of the 
BONSAI Festival which will take place in Spring-Summer 2027.  

As BONSAI is a theatre festival, the three-shows-programmes may host genres 
other than theatre, provided that they do not consist solely of dance, music or 
other types of performance. 

Preference will be given to companies and artists under 35 (80% under 35 in the 
case of collectives/companies) who present curatorial projects that are 
coherent, original, relevant and that can contribute to the continuous desire 
for growth and evolution that defines BONSAI Festival.  

Particular attention will be given to debuts and national premieres.  
Companies/artists who want to create one of the three performances during the 
residency can also present a study or a work in progress. 
The three shows included in the programme must be contracted with three 
different legal entities, registered for VAT, capable of fulfilling the obligations 
inherent in the live entertainment sector (if not defined at the time of the call for 
applications deadline, the selected applicants may communicate the details of the 
three production entities no later than 31st December 2027). 

Ferrara Off will offer: 
- budget for the short programme (between 2,500 euros and 6,000 euros + VAT, 
depending on the number of people involved and the duration of the shows (the 
sub-division between the proposing company/artist and the hosted ones will be 
discussed during the interviews); 
- technical equipment of the theatre (see technical sheet at the link 
www.ferraraoff.it/scheda-tecnica; any additions must be agreed with the staff of 
Ferrara Off); 
- creative, logistical and organizational support; 
- online and press communication activities. 
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SELECTION OF PROPOSALS

The artistic direction of Ferrara Off - assisted by the association’s staff, a team of 
artistic collaborators and a group of secondary school students - will handle the 
selections, which will be divided into two phases: 
1) pre-selection on the basis of dossiers and videos sent in by companies/artists;  
2) online interviews with those pre-selected, to verify the feasibility of the 
proposals. 
The two selection phases will take place over a period of a few months, most likely 
in Autumn 2026. The actual duration of the selection process will depend on the 
number of proposals received. 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE

Participation in the selection is free of charge.  
To participate, you must download the application form, fill it in (in compliance with 
the required number of characters) and send it by e-mail to offline@ferraraoff.it 
by 12 noon on Friday 7th August 2026. 
Each proposing company/artist may submit only one proposal for a three-
shows-programme.

On the form, you will be required to submit your own three-shows-programme 
(vision, objectives, targets, etc.), with a description of the single performances, of 
the potential residency and subsequent showcasing of the work, curricula of the 
companies/artists involved, and links to the videos (YouTube or Vimeo, no 
password required). 
Once the form has been filled in, the attachment to be sent, in .doc or .pdf format, 
must not exceed 10 MB. Please keep to the number of characters required in the 
form. 
 
The forms to be filled out can be downloaded from: 
www.ferraraoff.it/evento/offline 

FURTHER CONDITIONS
 
The decision to participate in this selection implies that each company/artist fully 
accepts the conditions set out in the call. Proposals that do not comply with the 
established conditions will be automatically excluded.  

Ferrara Off retains the right to make any necessary changes to ensure the quality 
and success of OFFline.

CONTACT  
 
www.ferraraoff.it   
offline@ferraraoff.it	
tel. 0532.1861132 - 333.6282360 
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